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Foreword 

This document provides a comprehensive economic and financial relief policy package in response to 

the COVID-19. This is a supplementary document to the Governmentôs COVID-19 economic and 

financial relief measures, released to the public by the Minister of Finance on 28 April, 2020.  

 

To aim of this document is to use to mobilise external support through accessing the various COVID-

19 facility and pledges by the international community. 

 

It was consolidated by the Ministry of Finance in consultation with relevant key stakeholders including 

the National COVID-19 Taskforce and COVID-19 Sub-Committees. COVID-19 economic and 

financial relief policy measures provided in this document were approved by Cabinet on 28 April, 2020. 

 

This document is part of the ñTalaaliki Planò which is the comprehensive worse-case scenario plan for 

Tuvalu prepared by the Government. As with the ever changing nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

this document is subjected to regular reviews. 

 

These COVID-19 financial and economic relief measures are designed to achieve the right blend of 

targeted policy measures that aim to protect the economy and safeguard the wellbeing of Tuvaluans. 
 

 

 

Mr. Karlos Lee Moresi 

Chief Executive Officer 

Ministry of Finance 

30 April, 2020 
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1 Introduction  

1.1 The novel Corona-virus (COVID-19) pandemic was declared by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO) a Public Health Emergency of International Concern on 30 January, 2020. This is less 

than two months after the 2020 National Budget was presented to and endorsed by Parliament 

on 17, December, 2020. The potential negative implications on the economy of Tuvalu, 

businesses, wellbeing of its citizens and on public funds will be enormous under the worse-case 

scenario.  

 

1.2 The Government in response to the health and other risks of the crisis, proactively presented 

the first supplementary budget for 2020 to Parliament in response to the COVID-19 on 24, 

March, 2020. This is after the State of Public Health Emergency (SOE) was first declared on 

20, March, 2020.  

 

1.3 Since then, the Ministry of Finance through consultations with relevant stakeholders including 

the Tuvalu National COVID-19 Taskforce and Sub-Committees, came up with new economic 

and financial policy relief measures with the aim to maintain economic growth and the welfare 

of Tuvaluans. All of these policy measures are considered within a framework that takes into 

account macroeconomic and fiscal risks with the key objective to maintain a fiscal sustainable 

deficit. 

 

1.4 These policy measures, in response to the COVID-19 covers Government contributions such 

as grants and expenditures, some of which are not included in the first supplementary budget. 

All of these measures can be either finance by the Government, its financial institutions (Banks 

and the Tuvalu National Provident Fund) or by development partners. The suspension of 

appropriate budget line items under the 2020 National Budget were also considered and 

reflected in this document (see Annex 9.5). 

2 Covid-19 Background and Update 

2.1 As of to date there is no current case of COVID-19 in Tuvalu.  

 

2.2 Although, there is no case yet in Tuvalu, the Government is placing priority over COVID-19 

prevention measures by allocating substantial resources where there is a need to take action. 

Financial and economic support have been included the first supplementary budget to provide 

employment opportunities, promote local production of food in the agriculture sector, improve 

financing to the private sector in rural areas and maintain welfare.  

 

2.3 As a result of the State of Public Health Emergency, the Government have impose restrictions 

on any aircraft and vessels coming into the country. 

 

2.4 The Government announce on 13 April, 2020 that it is a priority for the Government to 

repatriate all Tuvaluan students who are currently studying overseas. Plans are in place to 

repatriate students with chartered flights from Fiji. 

 

2.5 Through the SOE Regulation signed on 23 March, 2020 the Government encourage those who 

are unemployed, li ving on the capital and are not residents of the capital, to temporary migrate 

to their home island with the Government to finance their boat fares. This is to ease pressure on 

key Government services on the capital such as water and medical services and also to minimise 

the risk of spreading any communicable disease. Between the end of March and mid of April, 
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about 1,074 people migrate to their home island. This is 17 percent of the capital population in 

the 2017 Population and Housing Mini-Census. 

 

2.6 The Government released the following alert levels under the Tuvalu National COVID-19 

Preparedness and Response Plan released on 28 March, 2020. 

 

i. Alert Level 1:  Pandemic declared by the WHO but with no case in Fiji or in Kiribati. 

ii. Alert Level 2: Confirm case in the Pacific Region including Australia and New 

Zealand. 

iii.  Alert Level 3:  Confirm case in Fiji or in Kiribati 

iv. Alert Level 4: Confirm case in Tuvalu 

 

2.7 Additional Price Control Inspectors have been recruited to provide additional enforcement on 

price of food and commodities that are control in-line with the Price Control Act. Weekly 

updates are provided to the Price Control Board. 

 

2.8 A system has been implemented on the capital since 26 March, 2020 (through an Order under 

the SOE Regulation) to control panic buying of four main basic food items of rice, flour, sugar 

and biscuits. Plans are in place to extend this control measure to the outer islands. Relevant 

regulation and orders are part of annexes for this document. 

 

2.9 The State of Public Health Emergency (SOE) was first declared on 20, March, 2020 and valid 

for 14 days. The SOE was extended for six months after a motion was passed in Parliament on 

the 26 March, 2020 (see General Notice in Annex 9.10, iv).  

 

2.10 Grants for outer islands developments continues in order to maintain each island development, 

finance relevant COVID-19 response measures and continue to generate employment 

opportunities. 

 

2.11 Government monthly financial assistance to the elderly under the Senior Citizen Scheme and 

people living with disability will continue. 

3 Implication s on Tuvalu Economy 

3.1 The latest information from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) released on 16 April, 2020 

indicate the World economy will face a GDP contraction of 3.0%. The COVID-19 pandemic 

may leave 170 countries with lower GDP per capita at the end of 2020.  

 

3.2 As for the Asia Pacific Region, the IMF indicated that as result of the COVID-19, Asia Pacific 

economic growth is projected to be close to 0% which worse than the Global Economic Crisis 

(4.7%) and the Asian Financial Crisis (1.3%). The Asia Pacific region have never experienced 

zero economic growth for sixty years. Australia and New Zealand economy is expected to 

contract by 6.7 percent and 7.2 percent, respectively. 

 

3.3 IMF initial projections in late 2019 for Tuvalu economy, revealed that the economy is expected 

to contract by 1.0 percent in 2020 after a 6.0 percent growth in 20191. However, a more recent 

estimates from the IMF Asia Pacific Department in early 2020, revealed that the economy for 

Tuvalu is expected to contract by 5.4 percent. The economy for Tuvalu is also expected to 

contract in 2021 (albeit slightly improve compare to 2020) by 0.7 percent. 

 

                                                           
1 Mainly as result of construction boom because of the Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting. 
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3.4 Although the tourism sector in Tuvalu is small and underdeveloped, this sector will be affected 

given the current regional and international restriction on travel across borders. It is expected 

that there will be pressure on employers in this sector to lay-off employees given the expected 

low demand for rooms. There is a demand for rooms by the locals but this is very minimum 

and does not cover operational costs. 

 

3.5 The wholesale and retail sector is expected to contract given the global demand and supply 

issues. Most of the imports in the wholesale and retail sector are from Australia and Fiji and it 

is expected they will have issues in producing products because of the affected supply chain of 

raw materials and ingredients from other countries. 

 

3.6 The construction sector is also expected to contract given restriction on travel for overseas 

consultants for in-country field visits and the pressure on the Government to re-prioritise public 

spending given new COVID-19 preventative measures and maintaining welfare of Tuvalu 

citizens and residents. 

 

3.7 Tuvalu exports minimum value of goods and items and so it is expected that the COVID-19 

will have minimum impact on export flows. Tuvalu exports about 1 percent of GDP. Trade 

deficit is expected to narrow given the level of imports is expected to fall much more than the 

fall in exports. 

 

3.8 Based on the 2018 IMF Article IV Staff Report, official reserves for Tuvalu is equivalent to 10 

month worth of imports (end of 2018). The market value of the TTF investment as at 30 

September, 2019 was 184.7 million (approx. 333 percent of GDP) while the maintained value 

was $183.3 million. At September, 2019 the CIF balance was $36.9 million which is 20.4% 

above the TTF Maintained Value and the targeted minimum balance is 16%. The balance of 

the Tuvalu Survival at 30 September, 2019 was $8.4 million. 

 

3.9 The performance of major financial markets begin to fall in February, 2020 and in March, 2020 

saw rapid falls and some of the market highest volatility ever observed mainly because of the 

effects of the COVID-19. The market value of the TTF at end of March, 2020 is projected to 

be $172.7 million which is 6.7 percent lower than the market value in the previous month while 

the estimated fall in the March, 2020 quarter is 8.8 percent. The CIF balance at the beginning 

of March, 2020 is equivalent to $37.3 million.  

 

3.10 Inflation at the first quarter of 2020 was 0.56 percent compare to the previous quarter and the 

annual inflation rate stood at 2.3 percent if compare to the first quarter, 2019. It is expected that 

the forecast toward the end of the year will remain low mainly as a result of the expected low 

global fuel prices as a result of low demand during the year because of lock down in major 

markets. 

 

3.11 As a result of international travel restrictions, seafarers, fisheries observers and seasonal 

workers with Australian and New Zealand seasonal workers programmes are all affected. 

Employees in the tourism sector are also expected to be affected. There are about 40 employees 

in the tourism sector with 17 employees being made redundant due to the lack of demand for 

rooms. Niche markets for handicrafts are also affected with at least 15 sole trader businesses in 

this market on the capital. 

 

3.12 Based on IMF estimates for 2018, the level of public debt was equivalent to 28 percent of GDP. 

As for 2019, Government loan from the Republic of China Taiwan and loans under fisheries 

joint ventures shall slightly increase public debt to more than 30 percent of GDP. 
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4 Fiscal Implications 

4.1 The downturn in the global economy and the Asia Pacific Region will have a negative impact 

on Tuvalu main source of revenues. The performance of the Tuvalu Trust Fund (TTF) depend 

on global and regional financial markets. Fishing licenses revenues are subjected to world and 

regional demand on fisheries resources. Revenues from upper air space, air craft landing fees, 

airport tax, room tax and company tax in the tourism sector are all expected to fall because of 

restrictions on international travel. 

 

4.2 There will be pressure on the Government to redeployed current spending from non-essential 

programmes and infrastructure projects that can be deferred and are under-perform with low 

spending. 

5 Fiscal and Economic Policy COVID -19 Relief Measures 

5.1 Out of the total $18.9 million under the first supplementary budget for 2020 that was approved 

by Parliament on 24 March, 2020, a total amount $10.5 million was for COVID-19 response. 

Out of this, $5.7 million was allocated to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare for the 

procurement of personal protection equipment, ventilators, COVID-19 testing equipment and 

other essential specialise equipment in response to the COVID-19.  

 

5.2 Another $4.9 million was allocated for the relocation to outer islands, repatriation of Tuvalu 

students studying abroad, maintenance of relevant infrastructures for quarantine purposes, 

improve broadband for internet connectivity, additional police personnel and a grant to assist 

the private sector. 

 

5.3 An amount of $300,000 was allocated under the Ministry of Finance for a grant to assist the 

private sector in response to the effects of the COVID-19. This grant is provided to the 

Development Bank of Tuvalu. 

 

5.4 In addition, an amount of $200,000 was allocated under the Ministry of Finance and approved 

under the Supplementary Appropriation Fund in order to finance other relevant COVID-19 

measures across the Government. 

 

5.5 Moreover, the Government reprioritise the amount of $4.0 million which was approved under 

the 2020 National Budget for island development. The money will now be redeployed to assist 

each island ($500,000) in financing their COVID-19 preventive measures and maintaining 

welfare of their families. 

 

5.6 The following are new policy measures that requires additional financing: 

 

i. The required level of finance for these new additional relief measures is equivalent to 

a total amount of $9.96 million. Allocations have been made to finance by the 

Government, local financial institutions (local banks and the Tuvalu National Provident 

Fund) and development partners (see Annexes 9.1). The amount of funding required 

for measures delivered by the Government (not including financial institutions) is 

equivalent to $6.1 million. 

 

The following relief measures are implemented under Alert Level 3 of the Tuvalu 

National COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan. 

 

a. Cash-pay out of $40 per person per month to all Tuvalu citizens currently living 

in Tuvalu. The pay-out is applied retrospectively to the commencement date 



Tuvalu National COVID-19 Economic and Financial Relief Package 

7 

 

of the State of Public Health Emergency (SOE) on 20 March, 2020. The pay-

out will cease once the SOE is lifted. The resident population of Tuvalu based 

on the 2017 Population and Housing Mini-Census is equivalent to 10,507. 

 

The amount of $40 per person is based on Tuvalu Poverty Line of $1.47 per 

day per adult equivalent. This is the value in monetary terms of a basket of 

food to achieve the WHO minimum dietary intake of 2,400 kilojoules per day. 

The Tuvalu Poverty Line is based on the Household Income and Expenditure 

Survey with research and studies including the World Bank (un-published 

2019).  

 

 

The total amount on relief measures for Tuvalu students studying overseas is equivalent 

to $310,200. 

 

b. Un-accompanied students who are sponsored either by the Government or by 

development partners are to receive $100 per month per student, regardless 

where they are studying. About 151 un-accompanied students are expected to 

benefit from this relief policy measure. 

 

c. Accompanied students who are sponsored either by the Government or by 

development partners are to receive $150 per month per student, regardless 

where they are studying. About 43 accompanied students are expected to 

benefit from this relief policy measure. 

 

d. Private students will receive $200 per month per student. Private students 

living with their parents overseas (and who are students themselves) are not 

entitle to this relief measure. About 200 private students (most of them are 

studying in Fiji) are expected to benefit from this relief policy measure. 

A total of $315,900 is allocated to affected civil servants who are stationed in Tuvalu 

but went on leave and duty travel. 

e. Civil servants who went on leave but cannot travel back to Tuvalu because of 

the lock-down will receive FJD120 per day per person. These civil servants 

will receive their fortnightly pay and need to meet their daily outputs as 

required by their ministries. About 39 civil servants are expected to benefit 

from this relief measure.  

 

f. The same level of allowance will be applied to those civil servants who went 

on duty travel but cannot make it back to Tuvalu because of the lock-down (i.e. 

FJD120 per person per day). About one civil servant falls under this category. 

 

g. Civil servants that went on the TMTS, either as a patient or care giver will not 

receive any additional benefits other than allowances provided under the 

TMTS. 

The amount of funding required to provide risk allowance for front line workers is 

equivalent to $1.7 million. 

h. A risk allowance will be provided to front line workers during the repatriation 

of students and civil servants (7 operations with quarantine period), cargo 
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vessels and oil tanker. Medical professionals, police, stevedores, airport staff 

are all expected to receive a risk allowance. About 74 civil servants will benefit 

from policy measure. The Ministry of Health will provide the list of front line 

workers with the approval of the Co-Chair of the National COVID-19 

Taskforce. 

 

ii. Development partners are expected to finance Tuvalu National Provident Fund 

relevant COVID-19 policy measures worth $1.5 million. These measures will be 

implemented from 01 May, 2020 to 31 July, 2020 with members to apply in order to 

qualify: 

 

Alert Level 3: 

 

a. Monthly compassionate benefit of $500 for a period of three months to each 

member. The financing of this policy is equivalent to $225,000.  

 

b. Monthly compassionate benefit of $250 for a period of three months to each 

member. The financing of this policy is equivalent to $225,000. 

 

c. Members are given the opportunity to request to defer, reduce or suspend their 

loan repayment and the amount of finance for this policy is equivalent to 

$54,516. TNPF is expected to finance this policy measure. 

 

Alert Level 4: 

 

d. Reduction in employers and employees contributions by 2% and 5% 

respectively with development partners to finance the difference. The 

financing of this policy measure is equivalent to $1.2 million. This policy 

measure depends on funding from development partners. 

 

iii.  Development partners are also expected to finance most of the policy measures for the 

National Bank of Tuvalu (NBT) worth $1.4 million. These measures will be 

implemented from 01 May, 2020 to 31 October, 2020 with clients to apply in order to 

qualify: 

 

Alert Level 3: 

 

a.  Clients can apply to restructure their loans, reduce, or suspend loan repayment 

and interest. The financing required for this policy measure is equivalent to 

$183,264.  

 

b. NBT can also offer concessional loans (which are simplify and relax in terms 

of conditions) for those who are affected by impact of the COVID-19. The 

financing required for this policy measure is equivalent to $260,892 with 

development partners to finance this measure. 

 

c. NBT can also consider to provide a lending facility equivalent to $500,000 for 

current major wholesaler and retailers to import basic food items to last for six 

months. The financing of this policy measures is source from development 

partners. 
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Alert Level 4: 

 

d. NBT also offered a $500,000 loan to the Development Bank of Tuvalu (DBT) 

to improve DBT liquidity in order to improve its credit facilities to businesses. 

Development partners financing is required for this policy measure. 

 

iv. A Government grant to DBT of the amount of $300,000 has been approved under the 

First Supplementary Budget for 2020. The purpose of the grant is to create a new 

lending facility for businesses in the agriculture sector ($105,000) with the objective to 

improve the production of local food. The grant also provide additional credit to 

canteens ($120,000) in the outer islands in order to meet the expected high demand as 

a result of migration of people from the capital to the outer islands. DBT administration 

costs ($75,000) is also covered under this grant. 

6 Government Financing 

 

6.1 The Government is suspending expenditures for a total amount of $2.6 million. These are for 

expenditure line items that can be defer or are low priorities given the need to provide financial 

resources in response to the COVID-19. Below are the main expenditure items to suspend: 

 

i. Selected infrastructure projects of a total amount of $1.6 million. These projects are 

selected on the basis that Tuvalu may not have the capacity to implement given other 

infrastructure projects or given that these projects have enough money given the roll-

over balance from previous years in order to continue limited construction. 

 

ii. Hosting of regional conference such as the 91st USP Council Meeting and local 

conferences such as the Island Leaders Meeting are all suspended. The budget on 

related expenses for Dubai Expo were also suspended. 

 

iii.  Forty percent reduction on budget allocations on overseas travel across the Government 

with a total amount of $237,904. 

 

7 Development Partners Financing 

 

7.1 Additional resources of $11.9 million from development partners have been secured to finance 

part of the First Supplementary Budget for 2020 and also new policy measures. The 

Government continues to seek funding from development partners in order to fund the 

financing gap of $17.7 million in the first supplementary budget and the funding gap of $10.8 

million for additional policy measures. There is also a funding gap to finance other priorities 

that does not cover under economic and financial policy measures (see Annex 9.8). There will 

be pressure on the Government to withdraw reserves in the CIF in order to finance the funding 

gap if there are no additional financing resources available. 

 

7.2 The following are funding that have been secured from development partners (since the drafting 

of this paper): 

 

i. Australian DFAT:  Additional $3.0 million offered by the Australian Government is 

to finance these additional economic and financial COVID-19 relief measures. 
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ii. Asian Development Bank: Additional USD370,000 to finance essential medicine, 

medical equipment and PPEs. 

 

iii.  New Zealand MFAT: Additional NZD2.0 million to finance Government response to 

the COVID-19. 

 

iv. Republic of China, Taiwan (ROC): Additional $2.2 million to finance COVID-19 

testing equipment, PPEs and medical equipment. 

 

v. World Bank:  Additional USD2.5 million to finance COVID-19 health essential 

equipment, PPEs, medicines and relevant policy measures.  
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8 Funding Breakdown for All COVID -19 Measures 

 

There are also other measures that does not reflect in this economic and financial relief package and are 

reflected in a complete breakdown of all COVID-19 measures (see Annex 9.8). The objective is to 

strategically manage development partners funding where they are required the most.  

The column ñdonorò in Annex 9.8 is a tentative assignment of development partners to each cost-

activity or measure. However, depending on the requirements of each donor, the Government is willing 

to discuss re-assignment of those activities to match the donorôs requirements or priorities. 
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9 Annexes 
9.1 Economic and Financial Relief Measures (cost breakdown by source of funding) 

 
Source: Ministry of Finance  



Tuvalu National COVID-19 Economic and Financial Relief Package 

13 

 

 

9.2 Government Fiscal Framework, 2020-2022 (First Supplementary Budget, 2020) 

 

Domestic Recurrent Revenue

Taxation 8,640,600              8,640,600                  8,918,165             9,205,262             

   Income tax 2,330,000               2,330,000                  2,376,600             2,424,132             

   Company tax 1,561,500               1,561,500                  1,620,837             1,682,429             

   TCT 270,000                  270,000                     280,260                290,910                

   Import duties 1,665,600               1,665,600                  1,728,893             1,794,591             

   TCT (on imports) 1,281,500               1,281,500                  1,330,197             1,380,744             

   Excise Duties 1,041,000               1,041,000                  1,080,558             1,121,619             

   Other taxes 491,000                  491,000                     500,820                510,836                

Investment Revenue 3,338,300              3,338,300                  3,977,066             4,016,607             

   Dividends 1,001,200               1,001,200                  1,021,224             1,041,648             

   Interest 697,000                  697,000                     710,940                725,159                

   Rents 240,100                  240,100                     244,902                249,800                

   TTF Distribution 1,400,000               1,400,000                  2,000,000             2,000,000             

Government charges 44,857,100            44,857,100                44,335,210           44,416,263           

   Fish licences 34,046,600            34,046,600                33,376,623           33,376,623           

   Marine Department 2,054,900               2,054,900                  2,132,986             2,214,040             

   Other charges 1,612,700               1,612,700                  1,682,700             1,682,700             

   .TV 7,142,900               7,142,900                  7,142,900             7,142,900             

Total Domestic Revenues 56,836,000            56,836,000                57,230,440           57,638,132           

Recurrent Expenditure

Staff 25,591,000            25,784,188                26,102,820           26,624,876           

Travel and communications 2,634,200               2,872,645                  2,634,200             2,634,200             

Maintenance 1,942,100               2,039,100                  1,942,100             1,942,100             

Deferred Maintenance Fund 500,000                  500,000                     500,000                500,000                

Goods and services 7,177,200               7,177,200                  7,177,200             7,177,200             

Medical Treatment Schemes 5,500,000               5,500,000                  5,500,000             5,500,000             

Fuel and Oil 2,031,600               2,031,600                  2,031,600             2,031,600             

Grants & Subsidies 4,184,500               4,224,500                  4,184,500             4,184,500             

Scholarships 4,624,400               4,624,400                  4,624,400             4,624,400             

SELF 1,415,200               1,415,200                  1,415,200             1,415,200             

Other Expenses 1,386,000               1,686,000                  1,384,400             1,384,400             

Overseas Contributions 1,065,900               1,105,900                  1,065,900             1,065,900             

Capital 206,600                  206,600                     206,600                206,600                

Loan Repayment 1,301,700               1,301,700                  1,301,700             1,301,700             

Interest Expense 52,900                    52,900                        52,900                   52,900                   

Community Service Obligations 825,600                  825,600                     825,600                825,600                

Outer Islands Grants & VDS 1,600,000               1,600,000                  1,600,000             1,600,000             

Total Recurrent Expenditure 62,038,900            62,947,533                62,549,120           63,071,176           

Domestic Budget Balance 5,202,900-              6,111,533-                  5,318,680-             5,433,045-             

 2020 Approved 

Budget 2020 Revised Budget 
2021 Projections 2022 Projections
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Source: Ministry of Finance, 2020 

  

Non Recurrent Expenditure

Special Development Expenditure 12,023,600            20,165,430                5,000,000             2,000,000             

Special Infrastructure 7,592,400               13,580,250                8,000,000             4,000,000             

Transfers to the TTF -                          -                              2,000,000             2,000,000             

Transfers to the Tuvalu Survival Fund -                          -                              -                         -                         

Waste Sector EU (EDF11) -                          -                              2,153,846             2,153,846             

Total Non Recurrent Expenditure 19,616,000            33,745,680                17,153,846           10,153,846           
Total Expenditure (2020 Appropriation Bill 

exclude ST) 81,654,900            96,693,213                79,702,966           73,225,023           

Statutory Expenditures 1,152,600               1,152,600                  1,152,600             1,152,600             
Grand Total Expenditure (Recurrent + Non- 

Recurrent + ST) 82,807,500            97,845,813                80,855,566           74,377,623           

Structural Budget Balance 25,971,500-            41,009,813-                23,625,126-           16,739,491-           

Non - Domestic Revenues

Budget Support - Recurrent 9,168,800              9,889,800                  9,480,519             9,168,800             

   ROC 9,168,800               9,889,800                  9,480,519             9,168,800             

Budget Support - Non Recurrent 14,074,900            16,067,628                9,130,394             4,067,103             

EU 2,153,800               2,153,800                  2,153,846             2,153,846             

ADB -                          -                              5,063,291             -                         

AusAID 1,500,000               1,500,000                  1,500,000             1,500,000             

NZAID 917,400                  917,400                     413,257                413,257                

World Bank 9,493,700               11,486,428                -                         -                         

Others 10,000                    10,000                        -                         -                         

Total Revenue (Budget Support) 23,243,700            25,957,428                18,610,914           13,235,903           
Grand Total Revenue (Domestic Revenues 

+ Budget Support) 80,079,700            82,793,428                75,841,354           70,874,035           

Fiscal Budget Balance 2,727,800-          15,052,385-            5,014,212-         3,503,588-         

 2020 Approved 

Budget 2020 Revised Budget 
2021 Projections 2022 Projections
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9.3 Breakdown of Health Equipment and PPEs approved under the First Supplementary Budget 
 

        
 

# ITEM  Manufacturer  Country  
QT

Y Currency Unit  Cost Total Cost 
 

1 

Anesthetic Machine 

with 
NewTech USA 1 AUD 

$ $ 
 

workstation 127,000.00 127,000.00  

     
 

         

2 OT Light (dual head) Aegean China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

48,000.00 48,000.00  

      
 

        
 

3 OT Table Aegean China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

32,500.00 32,500.00  

      
 

         

4 
Patient Monitor 

Mediana 
South 

12 AUD 
$ $ 

 

(Modular) Korea 36,000.00 432,000.00  

    
 

         

5 
Central Monitoring 

Mediana 
South 

2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Station Korea 35,000.00 70,000.00  

    
 

         

6 Diathermy Machine LED SpA Italy 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

22,000.00 22,000.00  

      
 

        
 

 Defib with Cardiac  
South 

  
$ $  

7 Monitor with 12 lead Mediana 3 AUD  

Korea 28,000.00 84,000.00  

 
ECG    

 

       
 

         

8 
Bedside Ventilator 

Hamilton 
Switzerl 

1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

(Adult) and 120,000.00 120,000.00  

    
 

         

9 
Bedside Ventilator 

Hamilton 
Switzerl 

1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

(Infant) and 127,000.00 127,000.00  

    
 

        
 

10 Infusion Pump Sino Medical China 8 AUD 
$ $ 

 

2,000.00 16,000.00  

      
 

         

11 Syringe Pump Sino Medical China 8 AUD 
$ $ 

 

2,000.00 16,000.00  

      
 

         

12 
Portable Ultrasound 

Chison China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Scan 57,000.00 57,000.00  

     
 

         

13 Infant Warmer 
David 

China 2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical 60,000.00 120,000.00  

     
 

         

14 Infant Incubator 
David 

China 3 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical 40,000.00 120,000.00  

     
 

         

15 Transport Incubator 
David 

China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical 33,000.00 33,000.00  

     
 

        
 

16 
Portable Phototherpay David 

China 2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Light Medical 11,000.00 22,000.00  
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# ITEM  Manufacturer  
Country  
of Origin  

QT

Y 
Currency 

($) Unit Cost Total Cost  

 

17 CTG Machine Mediana 
South 

4 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Korea 5,800.00 23,200.00  

     
 

         

18 Baby Scale ADE 
German 

10 AUD 
$ $ 

 

y 2,800.00 28,000.00  

     
 

        
 

19 Delivery Bed Aegean China 2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

25,000.00 50,000.00  

      
 

        
 

20 
Gynaecology Exam 

Aegean China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

table 12,000.00 12,000.00  

     
 

         

21 Emergency Stretcher Aegean China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

22,000.00 22,000.00  

      
 

         

22 Emergency Trolley Aegean China 2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

8,000.00 16,000.00  

      
 

         

23 

General Ward Bed 

with 
Aegean China 15 AUD 

$ $ 
 

Mattress 18,000.00 270,000.00  

     
 

        
 

24 
Portable Suction Doctors 

Taiwan 6 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Machine Friend 4,472.00 26,832.00  

    
 

         

25 

Automatic 

Biochemistry Yuesen 
China 1 AUD 

$ $ 
 

Analyzer Medical 88,140.00 88,140.00  

    
 

        
 

26 

Automatic 

Haematology Yuesen 
China 1 AUD 

$ $ 
 

Analyzer Medical 60,000.00 60,000.00  

    
 

         

27 Sterilizer 92L 
Person South 

2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical Korea 48,000.00 96,000.00  

    
 

         

28 
Autoclave Machine 

28L 
Person South 

2 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical Korea 27,000.00 54,000.00  

    
 

        
 

29 
Portable 

Opthalmoscope Riester 
German 

15 AUD 
$ $ 

 

y 800.00 12,000.00  

     
 

        
 

30 Laryngoscope Riester 
German 

10 AUD 
$ $ 

 

y 700.00 7,000.00  

     
 

        
 

31 Ambu Bags 
Yuesen 

China 8 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical 700.00 5,600.00  

     
 

         

32 
12 Channel ECG Yuesen 

China 9 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Machine Medical 7,708.00 69,372.00  

    
 

        
 

33 Oxygen Concerntrator 
Yuesen 

China 16 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Medical 3,505.00 56,080.00  

     
 

         

34 
Abdominal Surgical Yuesen 

China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Instrument Set Medical 6,616.00 6,616.00  

    
 

         

35 
General Surgical Yuesen 

China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Instrument Set Medical 5,742.00 5,742.00  
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# ITEM  Manufacturer  
Country  
of Origin  

QT

Y 
Currency 

($) Unit Cost Total Cost 
 

        
 

36 
Gynaecology & Yuesen 

China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Obstetric Instrument 
Set Medical 8,035.00 8,035.00 

 

    
 

        
 

        
 

37 
Caesarean Surgical Yuesen 

China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Instrument Set Medical 7,708.00 7,708.00  

    
 

         

38 
Laparoscopic Surgical Elcon German 

1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Tower Medical y 501,000.00 501,000.00  

   
 

         

39 CT Scanner (32 Slice) SinoVision China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

1,429,000.00 1,429,000.00  

      
 

         

40 
Digital Mamography Mammograp 

Italray 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Machine h 363,805.00 363,805.00  

    
 

         

41 Digital OPG Machine RayMedical 
South 

1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

Korea 78,000.00 78,000.00  

     
 

        
 

42 PACS/RIS Italray Italy 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

400,000.00 400,000.00  

      
 

         

43 Immunoassay Snibe China 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

87,000.00 87,000.00  

      
 

        
 

44 C-Arm ITALRAY  Italy 1 AUD 
$ $ 

 

270,000.00 270,000.00  

      
 

        
 

      

Total 

CostAUD 5,499,630.00 
 

        
 

Source: Ministry of Health, Social Affairs and Gender  
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9.4 Economic and Fiscal Implications 

 

i. Bri ef Economic and Fiscal Outlook 

 

April, 2020 

 

Purpose 

This report provide a brief economic and fiscal outlook on the impacts of the coronavirus on key revenue 

investments and the economy. This outlook report will set out forecasts on the governmentôs budget 

and assess whether key revenues of the Government is on course to meet approved expenditures.  

The report will discuss first the impacts of the coronavirus on the global economy and its second part 

will layout the impacts of the coronavirus on key investment revenue streams of the government.  

Global Economic Outlook 

According to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) the outbreak of the corona virus will severely affect 

the global economy. The economic impact of the coronavirus will be uneven, however, economies 

severely impacted from the coronavirus are economies that closely integrated in global value chains 

centered around China, the Republic of Korea, Japan as well as the South-East Asian economies. Below 

an excerpt from the ADB Brief No 28 released on 6 March 2020, summarises negative impacts of the 

coronavirus. The table are being categorised into three broad categories, Best Case considering the 

duration of the coronavirus is 2 months, moderate case is 3 months and worse case is 6 months.  

 

Source: Asian Development Bank 

ü The ongoing COVID-19 outbreak affects the People's Republic of China (PRC) and other 

developing Asian economies through numerous channels, including sharp declines in domestic 

demand, lower tourism and business travel, trade and production linkages, supply disruptions, 

and health effects. 

ü The range of scenarios explored in the table above, suggest a global impact of $77 billion to 

$347 billion or 0.1% to 0.4% of global GDP, with a moderate case estimate of $156 billion or 

0.2% of global GDP. Two-thirds of the impact falls on the PRC, where the outbreak has been 

concentrated so far. 

ü The magnitude of the economic impact will depend on how the outbreak evolves, which 

remains highly uncertain. Rather than focusing on a single estimate, it is important to explore 
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a range of scenarios, assess the impact conditional on these scenarios materializing, and to 

update the scenarios as needed. 

ü Economies will be severely affected from the coronavirus are those rely heavily on the tourism 

sector and those who have strong trade and production linkages with China and other 

developing Asian economies such as Hong Kong, Korea, Singapore, etc.  

Impacts of the Coronavirus on the economy 

At this stage, it is too early to make sound judgement on adverse effects of the coronavirus to the 

economy. There are parameters we need certainty to make proper judgements, these includes how long 

the outbreak lasts, how many countries we have direct trade relationship have been suffered and policy 

response to the corona.  

The two sectors severely suffered from the coronavirus are the tourism sector and value chains with 

China and other Asian countries. Both sectors, however, have insignificant contribution to our 

economy. Fisheries is the key sector that contributes about 40% to our Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 

The impacts of the coronavirus on the fisheries sector is remain low at this stage.  

Our economy would indirectly disrupt from the coronavirus by imposing protectionist policies to 

control the spreading of the coronavirus. Listed below are some indirect effects of the coronavirus;  

× Growing fears and concerns among the people of Tuvalu  

× Panic bulk buying of essential items such as food and toiletries in the shops could lead to 

shortages of these goods. 

× Force Government of Tuvalu to restrict cargo shipping vessels coming in worsening the food 

and supply shortages, and affect local businesses  

× Limited supply of goods would lead to rationing  

× Travel restrictions would affect travel commitments and medical schemes  

× State of lockdown and self-quarantine at home could lead to slower production and economic 

activity 

× These short term negative shocks would lead to poor economic growth in the long run 
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Economic outlook on major revenue 

Fishing Revenue 

The performance of fishing revenue for 

the past two months has been remain 

positive.  

ü Actual revenue collected is 

above projections for January 

and February.  

ü The Fisheries department 

managed to collect $10.4 million 

and $11.1 million for January 

and February, respectively.  

ü It is estimated that 54% of 

revenue realised yielded from 

Purseine bilateral and 24% 

comes from the Sub regional 

pooling.  

ü The least revenue collected (4% 

of actual) comes from the 

Transhipment.  

The impact of the COVID-19 so far on 

Tuna Fisheries has been limited. Current projections is that Fisheries should achieve their budget target 

of AUD$34 million.  

× A few number of vessels have had to delay entry to Funafuti for transhipment so as to meet the 

30 day requirement.  

× Protectionist policies imposed by the Government would negatively impact revenue collected 

from transhipment. The total revenue anticipated to collect from transhipment equated to 

$259,700. However, the Government has collected $800K from the transhipment fee, which is 

fairly above the budget for this year. 

× In the longer term, travel restrictions from high risk countries would cause crewing problems as 

crew changes become overdue 

× Main threats to the tuna purse seine fishery would be if the canneries in Thailand, Philippines 

and Korea close down to stop the virus from spreading through their workforce. At present 

seems unlikely, but if this happens: companies will stop fishing and transhipping and may 

default on agreements to pay for vessel days  

 

ü Positive side tuna prices are currently somewhat higher than last year, fuel prices are low due to 

the drop in demand in china 

ü Can expect demand for canned tuna to increase in times of economic difficulty and disaster as 

it is relatively cheap, and a good product to stockpile  

ü USD:AUD exchange rate is currently favourable.  

 

Dot TV 

COVID-19 wonôt have a direct impact on dotTV, however it has greatly affected the Australian 

currency bringing it to a 17 year low as the virus continues to take its toll on the Australian economy. 

As a result, payments received under the dotTV agreement will relatively increase after conversion from 
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USD to AUD which is favorable to Tuvalu The graph below reveals the trend of actual and projections 

for the dotTV.  

 

Conclusion 

The Governmentôs current fiscal position is fairly suffice to cover normal business operations of the 

Government. The outperformance in fishing licenses has also contributed to the brighter overall picture 

along with the continued under spending on staffing costs. Despite this, considerable downside risks 

remain. These include: 

¶ Volatility in fishing license fees ï given the global economy affected by the coronavirus, there 

is a possibility to impact fishing revenue towards the year end 

¶ Continued mixed performance of financial markets would have impacts on the next distribution 

from the TTF; 

. 

 

The Ministry of Finance will maintain an attentive watch on the development of the coronavirus and its 

effect on key streams of revenue and the economy as a whole.  
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ii. Fisheries Revenue and the Coronavirus 

 

Updated (pessimistic) Assessment ï 1 April 2020 

General 

The situation with regard to Fisheries is evolving quite rapidly. As the impacts of the COVID19 

pandemic on the global economy become more severe, there are likely to be widespread bankruptcies 

throughout the fish supply chain. Restaurants are closed, tourism has shut down and many seafood 

companies have already stopped operations. The outlook for tuna longline fisheries (which supply 

sashimi grade catches to these high-end markets) is bad.  

Fortunately Tuvaluôs revenue comes mainly from the purse seine sector, which is looking a bit better 

(although many tuna fishing companies operate in both fisheries and will be pulled down by their 

longline operations). Purse seine caught tuna is used mainly for canning; and canned tuna is in high 

demand as shoppers stockpile essential supplies for lockdown conditions around the world. Despite 

outbreaks of the disease in all the main processing countries, tuna canneries are continuing to operate 

for the time being. Fuel prices have fallen rapidly due to lack of demand. 

The main short term problem for purse seine fleets in Tuvalu is operational. The decision of the 

taskforce to close Funafuti for transshipment at short notice has left vessels with nowhere to offload 

their catches so they can go back fishing. There will be an immediate loss of transshipment levies and 

related port charges; over time, vessels will also fish less in Tuvalu, as they need to be near somewhere 

they can offload, and there will be little chance of selling the 600 days that we still hold. 

In the longer term, boats cannot make crew changes anywhere in the region and they cannot access 

spare parts quickly. This will result in some loss of operational efficiency, but the problem will grow 

over time. Combined with losses in the longline fishery, a proportion of fishing companies may not 

survive the crisis. Those with strong Government funding support (notably from China where the 

Government has already announced increased funding for state owned enterprises) will be in a better 

position. Companies that face financial problems may be unable to pay access fees ï possibly including 

payments to which they have committed later this year.  

Current Revenue Projections for 2020 

Our earlier projection was that Fisheries should achieve our budget target of AU$34 million. Due to 

exchange rate improvements, we should, if all goes well, exceed this amount and collect over $36 

million. However, only half of the bilateral access fees have been received, with a second payment due 

in June, and the UST Government contribution has also not been paid yet. There is a real possibility 

that some companies will default on these payments. This is partly due to operational problems that we 

are causing them. The possible extent of these defaults is shown in the table below.  

When this table was prepared we had made conservative estimates of other revenue, mainly associated 

with transshipment. Now that this has been stopped, less than 3 months into the year, the estimate for 

transshipment needs to be revised downwards. Only half the volume expected in our conservative 

estimate has been transshipped, and unless further arrangements are allowed2, companies have no 

incentive to pay levies already incurred (we do not let them come back until they have paid ï but now 

                                                           
2 Arrangements for transshipment in an area 30 miles South of Funafuti were approved on 9th April and seem 
to be working OK 
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they are not coming back anyway). However total licence numbers have met the target as most vessels 

buy their licences at the start of the year. 

The USD:AUD exchange rate remains generally favourable, although a lot of revenue was brought in 

in January when it was lower. Also it seems we lose money due to the NBT exchange rates being 

somewhat less than those available internationally. An exchange rate of 1 USD = 1.5 AUD (more 

favourable than our last estimate) has been applied below.  

In summary the current status is that: 

¶ We have already deposited with Treasury AUD$20 million;  

¶ There is a possibility of defaults on some part of payments of up to AUD$10.6 million not 

yet received ï in a crisis companies, and even Governments, do not always pay what they 

owe, particularly when their creditors are perceived as not being helpful. 

Projections for 2021 and beyond: 

The COVID 19 virus is causing huge damage to economies across the world, with many experts 

expecting the outcome will be worse than the Global Financial Crisis in 2008. Fish and seafood 

production has been hit hard, as much of this relies on fresh fish markets, restaurants, and the tourist 

industry ï which are all closed down in the major centres of demand. Although the canned tuna industry 

is doing reasonably well at present, this comes after heavy losses in 2019 due to low tuna prices. 

Increased demand for canned tuna may not last much beyond the current ólock downô period in large 

economies. Supply chains are likely to be disrupted, and some processing plants may close. Operational 

problems for the fishing fleets due to travel restrictions and port closures are already having an impact. 

Many tuna fishing companies will take losses in their longline fleets, even if their purse seine operations 

are profitable. 

We expect reduction of fleets and consolidation in the industry by 2021, with fewer boats and less 

demand for fishing days. This may cause significant reductions in Tuvaluôs fisheries revenues in 2021 

and beyond.  

Conclusion: 

Fisheries are still reasonably confident of our ability to deliver the budgeted revenue of AUD$34 million 

for 2020, but we need a solution to the problem of transshipment (note ï this has now been arranged). 

The exchange rate is in our favour and revenue collected to date is on track. The possibility of companies 

defaulting on agreements to pay the remaining 50% for purchase of their days and delaying payment of 

transshipment levies already incurred is growing, however. If the boats have to stop operating ï it is 

expected that they will not pay. 

The outlook for 2021 and beyond is highly uncertain, but the fishing industry will not escape the impacts 

of the expected global recession. We need to recognize that the industry in many developed countries 

will be fighting for survival in the months ahead. At present, Tuvalu is part of the problem. We could, 

like other countries in the region, try to be part of the solution, to preserve our future revenues. 
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9.5 Suspended Budget Line Items in the 2020 National Budget 

 

Overseas Travel Budget Cuts 

 
Source: Ministry of Finance 

 

Ministry Descriptions

 Rollover 

balance (SIs)  2020  Budget 

 Remaining 

balance 

 Proposed Budget 

suspension 

MOF Centralize Project Management Office -                     100,000             99,701                50,000                    

MOF Formulation of the National Voluntary Report for SDGs -                     25,000               25,000                25,000                    

MOF Capacity Building & Awareness Raising -                     50,000               49,880                40,000                    

115,000                  

MOHSW Radiology - Equipment -                     85,000               85,000                85,000                    

MOHSW Laboratory - Equipment -                     95,000               95,000                95,000                    

MOHSW Biomedical Equipment -                     150,000             150,000             150,000                  

330,000                  

MFT Talofa Trade Fair -                     15,000               15,000                15,000                    

15,000                    

MLGA Fono Takitaki o fenua -                     25,000               25,000                25,000                    

25,000                    

MTET Dubai Expo -                     137,000             87,010                77,000                    

MTET Vessel Slipping (Manu Folau) -                     360,000             360,000             100,000                  

177,000                  

MEYS Nanumea classroom 1,741,529          1,000,000          891,009             500,000                  

MEYS Nukufetau classroom 287,610             1,000,000          1,000,000          900,000                  

MEYS USP Council 91st Meeting -                     60,000               60,000                60,000                    

1,460,000              

MJCFA Court House 918,184             200,000             200,000             200,000                  

MJCFA Capacity Building -                     30,000               30,000                30,000                    

MJCFA Hospitality -                     56,759               51,696                30,000                    

260,000                  

2,382,000              

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Ministry of Finance 

Ministry of Health, Social Welfare and Gender Affairs

Ministry of Fisheries and Trade

Ministry of Local Government and Agriculture

Ministry of Transport, Energy and Tourism

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Ministry 2020 Budget Actual (24 April, 2020) Balance Proposed Suspend Amount

Auditor General 25,000$                  5,318$                                   19,682$                           7,873$                               

Legal Services 65,000$                  6,220$                                   58,780$                           23,512$                             

MEYS 79,900$                  13,733$                                 66,167$                           26,467$                             

MFT 43,000$                  13,609$                                 29,391$                           11,756$                             

MJCFA 162,400$                32,844$                                 129,556$                          51,822$                             

MLGA 46,100$                  24,107$                                 21,993$                           8,797$                               

MOF 115,800$                9,538$                                   106,262$                          42,505$                             

MOHSW 45,000$                  30,309$                                 14,691$                           5,877$                               

MPWIE 78,219$                  17,319$                                 60,900$                           24,360$                             

MTET 45,000$                  20,866$                                 24,134$                           9,654$                               

OPM 70,000$                  20,142$                                 49,858$                           19,943$                             

Police & Prison 25,000$                  11,654$                                 13,346$                           5,338$                               

Grand Total 800,419$                205,659$                               594,760$                         237,904$                           
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9.6 Movement of people to outer islands 

Island Resident Population (2017 

Population and Housing Mini-

Census) 

Number of Passengers travelling to 

their home island from Funafuti 

(end of March and in early April, 

2020) 

Nanumea 475 227 

Nanumaga 444 246 

Niutao 541 145 

Nui 553 90 

Vaitupu 898 95 

Funafuti 6,320 not applicable 

Nukufetau 553 82 

Nukulaelae 283 152 

Niulakita 18 37 

Total 10,085 1,074 

Source: Ministry of Transport, Energy and Tourism 
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9.7 Tuvalu Poverty Data 

Source of 

Information  

Tuvalu Household Income and Expenditure 

Survey 2015/2016 

 2020 Estimates 

Basic Needs Poverty 

Line 

Food Poverty Line Accumulative Inflation Basic Needs Poverty 

Line 

Food Poverty Line 

World Bank (2019 and 

unpublished) 

$3.70 per adult 

equivalent per day 

$1.32 per adult 

equivalent per day 

2.83 $4.12 per adult 

equivalent per day 

$1.47 per adult 

equivalent per day 
Source: Ministry of Finance 

Note: Two children below the age of 15 is equivalent to one adult. 
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9.8 Complete COVID -19 Breakdown (Talaaliki Plan) 

 

Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

1 165,724$                 165,724$                165,724$                      

6 6,000$                     6,000$                    6,000$                          

40 400$                        400$                       400$                             

6 12,000$                   12,000$                  12,000$                        

20 2,000$                     2,000$                    2,000$                          

6 800$                        800$                       800$                             

4 100$                        100$                       100$                             

176,400$                 176,400$                176,400$                      

 $                 706,200 706,200$                706,200  $              

1,069,624$              -   $                        1,069,624$             706,200  $              363,424  $                      

30,000 600 82,200$                    $                  82,200  $                         -   82,200$                        

200 2000 31,680$                    $                  31,680  $                         -   31,680$                        

3000 3000 24,600$                    $                  24,600  $                         -   24,600$                        

3000 3000 37,350$                    $                  37,350  $                         -   37,350$                        

2000 200 8,740$                      $                    8,700  $                         40 8,700$                          

2000 200 8,740$                      $                    8,740  $                         -   8,740$                          

2000 200 8,740$                      $                    8,740  $                         -   8,740$                          

1000 1000 91,210$                    $                  91,210  $                         -   91,210$                        

293,260$                 293,220  $                  $                         40 -   $                      293,220  $                      

3000 3000 131,140$                  $                131,100  $                         40 131,100$                      

20 1,033$                      $                    1,033 1,033$                          

24 1,128$                      $                    1,128 1,128$                          

100 1,527$                      $                    1,527 1,527$                          

134,828$                 131,100  $                  $                    3,728 -   $                      134,788$                      

1a. Isolation Unit

Cleaning equipment:Specific to Isolation only)

Pack of Microfibre Cleaning Cloths

Hand Sanitizers (500ml)

Mattresses
Isolation of suspected COVID-

19 suspected and/or confirmed 

cases is fundamental to 

maximising appropriate care 

and preventing the spread of 

COVID 19. 

Hand Washing is the most 

effective activity against COVID-

19

Pillows

Hospital Grade Beds

Hospital Linen

UN

ROC

Sub Total

1c. Hand Hygiene  (PMH, Quarantine, Triage &  Isolation)

Sub Total

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Renovations to Children's Ward to meet Isolation Unit 

Standards

Face Shield (3000)

N95 Mask (2000)

Food (Catering for Quarantine passengers)

Paper Towels

Other Expenses

Surgical Face Mask (30,000)

Examination Gloves (S)

Examination Gloves (M)

Examination Gloves (L)

1. HEALTH

DFAT

1b. Personnel Protective Equipment (PPEs)

Sub Total

Overalls (hazmat suites)-1000

Liquid Soap Dispensers

Liquid Soap

To protect health care workers 

and frontline workers
Isolation Gowns (3000)

DFAT
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

1,000 1,000$                     1,000$                    ADB (UNICEF) 1,000$                          

10 950$                        950$                       950$                             

40 66$                          66$                         66$                               

10 160$                        160$                       160$                             

200 400$                        400$                       400$                             

10 400$                        400$                       400$                             

5 993$                        993$                       993$                             

20 1,000$                     1,000$                    1,000$                          

10 343$                        343$                       343$                             

5,312$                     -   $                        5,312$                    -   $                      5,312$                          

10 180$                        180$                       180$                             

10 2,000$                     2,000$                    2,000$                          

10 1,000$                     1,000$                    1,000$                          

1000 260$                        260$                       260$                             

10 200$                        200$                       200$                             

50 50$                          50$                         50$                               

10 2,098$                     2,098$                    2,098$                          

100 400$                        400$                       400$                             

8,720$                     8,720$                    8,720$                          

14,908$                   -   $                        14,908$                  -   $                      14,908$                        

1 90,000$                   90,000$                  90,000$                        

1 120,000$                 120,000$                120,000$                      

1 4,662$                     4,662$                    4,662$                          

5,100$                     5,100$                    5,100$                          

219,762$                 -   $                        219,762$                -   $                      219,762  $                      

Labour for construction and installation

Sterilisation bags

Biohazard bags

Sub-Total

 Antibiotics and antivirals

 Antipyretics, anaelgesics  and anti-emetics

1f. Medical Waste Disposal

Sub-Total

Yellow sharp containers

 IV connector sets

 IV cannulas (mix of sizes)

 Mobile IV stands

Medical and hospital waste 

disposal is integral to avoiding 

cross infection and having the 

tools to do this is essential to 

occupational health and safety.

Miscellaneous (drugs for COVID - 19 Response)

Enzyme chemical (L)

Disinfectants

Hospital grade plastic bags

Detergents

 Oxygen masks

 IV fluids

1d. General Cleaning Equipment (PMH, Quarantine, Triage &  Isolation)

Brown biohazard bags

Cleaning Equipment 

1e. Pharmaceutical supplies

DFAT

DFAT

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Segregation, transportation and 

proper disposal of medical 

waste is required for both public 

and environmental safety 

Incinerator

Sub-Total

Housing for Incinerator

Medical Waste Truck/Twin Cab

Single, double ad triple infusion IV giving sets

UN

EU
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

1 22,000$                    $                  22,000 22,000  $                

3 24,000$                    $                  24,000 24,000  $                

10 77,080$                    $                  77,080 77,080  $                

10 7,000$                      $                    7,000 7,000  $                  

16 56,080$                    $                  56,080 56,080  $                

10 8,000$                      $                    8,000 8,000  $                  

8 700$                         $                       700 700  $                     

194,860$                 -   $                         $                194,860 194,860  $              -   $                              

1 35,000$                    $                  35,000 35,000  $                

4 112,000$                  $                112,000 112,000  $              

1 127,000$                  $                127,000 127,000  $              

10 20,000$                    $                  20,000 20,000  $                

10 20,000$                    $                  20,000 20,000  $                

8 35,776$                    $                  35,776 35,776  $                

130,718$                  $                130,718 130,718  $              

1 120,000$                  $                120,000 DFAT 120,000  $              

10 10 1,100,000$              1,100,000  $               $                         -   1,100,000$                   

13 10 468,000$                  $                300,000  $                168,000 468,000  $              300,000$                      

2,168,494$              1,400,000  $               $                768,494 1,068,494  $           1,400,000$                   

2 2 166,424$                  $                166,430  $                         (6) 166,430$                      

150 100 440,300$                  $                440,300  $                         -   440,300$                      

1 88,140$                    $                  88,140 88,140  $                

1 60,000$                    $                  60,000 60,000  $                

1 87,000$                    $                  87,000 87,000  $                

841,864$                 606,730  $                  $                235,134 235,140  $              606,730$                      

4 23,200$                   23,200$                  23,200  $                

2 50,000$                   50,000$                  50,000  $                

1 12,000$                   12,000$                  12,000  $                

2 5,600$                     5,600$                    5,600  $                  

1 7,708$                     7,708$                    7,708  $                  

1 8,035$                     8,035$                    8,035  $                  

106,543$                 -   $                        106,543$                106,543  $              -   $                              

Medical Needs and Descriptions

i. Emergency Room

Sub-Total

Laryngoscope

Emergency Stretcher
Emergency services will need 

to be maintained during the 

COVID-19 preparation, 

response and containment  

phases (if the latter occurs)

1g. Biomedical Equipment & Medical consumables & Supplies

Syringe Pump

Oxygen Concerntrator

Ventilators 

PCR Test Kit

Sub-Total

COVID 19 Testing 

Gynaecology & Obstetric Instrument Set

Portable Opthalmoscope
DFAT

Ambu Bags

ROC

ROC

WORLD BANK 

ii. Intensive Care Unit (ICU)

Emergency services will need 

to be maintained during the 

COVID-19 preparation, 

response and containment  

phases (if the latter occurs)

iii. Medical Laboratory

Portable Suction Machine

Other Equipment Expenses

PCR Machine Instrument

Automatic Biochemistry Analyzer

Sub-Total

Bedside Ventilator (Infant)

Infusion Pump

Immunoassay

Automatic Haematology Analyzer

iv. Obstetrics and Gynaecology

WORLD BANK 

Bedside Ventilator (Adult)

WORLD BANK 

CTG Machine

Caesarean Surgical Instrument Set

Delivery Bed

Gynaecology Exam table

Baby Scale
WORLD BANK 

Pregnant mothers are a high 

risk group and need to be cared 

for separately 

Emergency Trolley

12 Channel ECG Machine

Central Monitoring Station

Defib with Cardiac Monitor with 12 lead ECG

Sub-Total

Patient Monitor - Modular 
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

1 127,000$                  $                127,000 127,000  $              

1 27,000$                    $                  27,000 27,000  $                

154,000$                 -   $                         $                154,000 154,000  $              -$                             

1 48,000$                   48,000$                  48,000  $                

1 32,500$                   32,500$                  32,500  $                

80,500$                   -   $                        80,500$                      80,500  $                -$                             

1 501,000$                  $                501,000 ADB 501,000  $              

2 96,000$                    $                  96,000 96,000  $                

1 6,616$                      $                    6,616 6,616  $                  

1 5,742$                      $                    5,742 5,742  $                  

1 22,000$                    $                  22,000 22,000  $                

1 270,000$                  $                270,000 EU 270,000  $              

901,358$                 -   $                         $                901,358 901,358  $              -   $                              

3 180,000$                  $                180,000 180,000  $              

4 160,000$                  $                160,000 160,000  $              

2 22,000$                    $                  22,000 22,000  $                

1 33,000$                    $                  33,000 DFAT 33,000  $                

395,000$                 -   $                         $                395,000 395,000  $              -$                             

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Laparoscopic Surgical Tower

vi (b) Operation Theatre  -Equipment

Sub-Total

WORLD BANK 

Sterilizer 92L

For critical care of COVID- 19 

patients and also to maintain 

essential hospital services & 

emergency surgeries for the 

general population

OT Light (dual head)

Infant Warmer

Abdominal Surgical Instrument Set

Children require special care 

and special equipment to 

facilitate appropriate care and 

optimal patient outcomes

vii. Neonatal and Paediatrics

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

Infant Incubator

General Surgical Instrument Set

Autoclave Machine 28L

For critical care of COVID- 19 

patients and also to maintain 

essential hospital services & 

emergency surgeries for the 

general population

OT Table

Anesthetic Machine with workstation

Diathermy Machine

Sub-Total

v. Anaesthetics

vi (a) Operation Theatre: Set Up

Portable Phototherapy Light

Transport Incubator

WORLD BANK 

C-Arm

WORLD BANK 

WORLD BANK 

For critical care of COVID- 19 

patients and also to maintain 

essential hospital services & 

emergency surgeries for the 

general population
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

1 1,429,000$               $             1,429,000 1,429,000  $           

1 363,805$                  $                363,805 363,805  $              

1 57,000$                    $                  57,000 UN 57,000  $                

1 78,000$                    $                  78,000 78,000  $                

1 400,000$                  $                400,000 400,000  $              

2,327,805$              -   $                         $             2,327,805 2,327,805  $           -$                             

8,740,044$              

604,500$                  $                604,500 604,500  $              

450,000$                  $                450,000 450,000$                      

1,054,500$              -   $                         $             1,054,500 604,500  $              450,000  $                      

204,610$                  $                204,610 204,610  $               

754,215$                  $                754,215 754,215  $              

50,000$                    $                  50,000 
UN

50,000$                        

1,008,825$              -   $                         $             1,008,825 958,825  $              50,000  $                        

12 200$                        200$                       200$                             

1 24,724$                   24,724$                  24,724$                        

2 30,000$                   30,000$                  
DFAT

30,000$                        

50 200,000$                 200,000$                200,000$                      

20 216,000$                 216,000$                216,000  $              

470,924$                 -   $                        470,924$                216,000  $              254,924  $                      

2,534,249$              

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Sub-Total

CT Scanner (32 Slice)

Digital Mamography Machine

USAID

TOTAL

PACS/RIS

Essential clinical support 

services especially chest Xray 

and CT Scan are crucial for  

assisting to clinically diagnose 

COVID-19
Digital OPG Machine

viii. Radiology & Medical Imaging

EU

WORLD BANK 

Minor works and maintenance 

at PMH to create a Triage area, 

Isolation unit (Paediatric Ward) 

and specific Laboratory testing 

area for COVID-19

Minor works at Mother and Child Health Clinic (as a 

COVID-19 Triage Station)

 Chairs for outpatients (R/O benches for social distancing 

purpose)

Sub-Total

General Ward Beds

Renovations to Laboratory to accommodate PCR 

machines and create specific sterile COVID testing 

laboratory

Future Potential Quarantine

Sub-Total

Hospital Grade Beds and Mattresses

2c. Upgrading and Maintenance of PMH (for Triage Station, Laboratory and General Wards)

EU

Desalination Plant

Isolation of in-coming 

passengers to Tuvalu is 

fundamental to monitoring them 

(in a quarantined area) for signs 

and symptoms of COVID-19 

within typical  14 day incubation 

period of the virus

Maintenance K-Houses

2a.Quarantine Station 

Portable Ultrasound Scan

ADB

EU

Maintenance of Fetuvalu High School

2. INFRASTRUCTURE

Isolation of in-coming 

passengers to Tuvalu is 

fundamental to monitoring them 

(in a quarantined area) for signs 

and symptoms of COVID-19 

within typical  14 day incubation 

period of the virus

Maintenance of Nauti Primary School 

Sub Total

2b. Potential additional  Quarantine Stations

Total
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

In case of limited food supplies 

if ships cease to sail
 $                   10,000 

 $                  10,000 

ADB (UNICEF)

10,000$                        

10,000$                   -   $                         $                  10,000 -   $                      10,000$                        

10,653,500$             $           10,653,500 10,653,500$                 

4,000,000$               $             4,000,000 4,000,000$                   

 $              5,760,000  $             5,760,000 5,760,000$                   

20,413,500$            -   $                        20,413,500$           -   $                      20,413,500  $                 

 0 

225,000$                 225,000$                225,000$                      

112,500$                 112,500$                112,500$                      

-$                         -$                        -$                             

54,516$                   54,516$                  54,516$                        

1,161,000$              1,161,000$             1,161,000$                   

 $              1,553,016  $                         -   1,553,016$              $                  1,553,016 

Medical Needs and Descriptions

3ii. Financial Measures 

iv) Across the board payment of $500

3. FINANCE & FOOD SECURITY 

 xii) Cash Payout 

i) COVID payout benefit: $500 per member, a one-time 

cash out 

MFAT

Sub Total

b) TNPF 

v) Members can choose to suspend or 

reduce their loan repayments

vi) Reduction in Employer and Employee Contribution

a) Government of Tuvalu 

Sub-Total

ii)  Monthly compassionate benefit of $500 

for three months

iii) Monthly compassionate benefit of $250 

payable for a maximum of 3 months

Sub-Total

xi) Falekaupule COVID-19 Grant

3i. Food Security 

x)Fisheries Revenue Implications 

EU

Food security initiatives e.g.: seedlings, local planting 

materials (root crops, trees crops) compost, compost 

materials, soi,equipment and tools. 
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Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

 $                 183,264  $                183,264 183,264$                      

 $                           -    $                         -   -$                             

 $                 260,892  $                260,892 260,892$                      

 $                 500,000  $                500,000 500,000$                      

 $                 500,000  $                500,000 500,000$                      

 $              1,444,156  $                         -    $             1,444,156  $                       -    $                  1,444,156 

 $                 120,000  $                120,000 

 $                 105,000  $                105,000 

 $                   75,000  $                  75,000 

 $             300,000 

 $                 300,000  $                         -    $                300,000  $             300,000  $                               -   

 $            23,720,672 

To maintain some educational 

services for children when 

schools are closed

private-79

 $                   47,400  $                  47,400 

MFAT

47,400$                        

49 preservice student  $                   66,600  $                  66,600 66,600$                        

87 student (SELF, tuition, GOT 

scholarship)

 $                   69,000  $                  69,000 69,000$                        

 $                   71,937  $                  71,937 

EU

71,937$                        

254,937$                 -   $                         $                254,937 -   $                      254,937  $                      

254,937$                 

 $              1,333,800  $             1,333,800 WORLD BANK 1,333,800  $           

 $                 960,000  $                960,000 EU 960,000  $              

 $                   44,925  $                  44,925 UN 44,925$                        

 $              2,338,725  $                         -    $             2,338,725  $          2,293,800  $                       44,925 

 $              2,338,725 

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Support to inservice (GOT) sponsored students (ALL incl. 

SELF)

DFAT

Support to preservce sponsored students (ALL countries)

Total

Total

d) DBT

MFATii) Concessional loans to new business customers wanting 

to invest in agricultural related businesses during the iii) DBT Grant administration costs

ii) Private Sector COVID-19 Response Facility 

Sub-Total

Total

4. EDUCATION 

Support to Private Students (pri, sec, tertiary) 

i) Concessional loans to existing small business 

customers  to help with stocking up of inventory to cope 

with COVID-19

5. TRANSPORT, REPATRIATION & RELOCATION 

Sub-Total

Dissemination of learning materials - Funafuti and Ois - 

Secondary, Primary and Early Childhood Education (Print) 

for two weeks

i) Restructure Loan repayments

iii) Concessional interest rates on loans during COVID-19 

period DFATv) Increased credit facilities to retail businesses to be 

channeled through a loan to the DBT 

iv) Special covid crediT facility to retail businesss (food 

imports

ii) Suspending Loan Payments for redundant workers

Sub-Total

c) NBT 

Sub - Total

Relocation internally

Charter Flights
Essential to supporting all 

response efforts

Fuel
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Source: Ministry of Finance 

  

Proposed 

Qty

Actual 

Qty
Justification Cost Estimates Actual Costs Remaining

Donors/ 

Government 

Supplementary 

Budget
New Items

To maintain Law and Order & 

monitor social distancing and 
 $                   44,300  $                  44,300 44,300  $                

5 operations ($100 fixed fee)
 $                   57,000  $                  57,000 57,000$                        

Repatriation ($100 fixed fee)
 $              1,596,000  $             1,596,000 

EU
1,596,000$                   

1,697,300$              -   $                         $             1,697,300 44,300  $                1,653,000  $                   

1,697,300$              

Stranded civil servants on duty 

travel and annual leave in Fiji 

(approx. 10)

 $                 108,000  $                108,000 
UN

108,000$                      

 $                 108,000  $                         -    $                108,000  $                       -    $                     108,000 

 $                 108,000 

5  $                     4,872 4,872$                    DFAT 4,872$                          

6,100$                     6,100$                    6,100$                          

10,446$                   10,446$                  10,446$                        

10,570$                   10,570$                  10,570$                        

Public Relation, Communication and Advocacy 59,584$                   59,584$                  MFAT 59,584$                        

20,500$                   20,500$                  20,500$                        

 $                   50,000 50,000$                  50,000  $                

 $            13,604,300 13,604,300$           WORLD BANK 13,604,300$                 

13,766,372$            -   $                        13,766,372$           50,000  $                13,716,372  $                 

13,766,372$            

 $                   50,060  $                  50,060 
ADB    

50,060$                        

 $                 300,000  $                300,000 EU 300,000$                      

 $                 350,060  $                         -    $                350,060  $                       -    $                     350,060 

 $                 350,060 

Medical Total 5,679,700  $           3,038,144$                   

Non Medical Total 4,957,625  $           40,302,890$                 

Sub-Total  $        10,637,325  $                43,341,034 

53,510,359$          GRAND TOTAL $      53,510,359 

Medical Needs and Descriptions

Special Protection Fund  for victims of domestic violence

Overseas Affected Allowance 

 Radio Awareness

Information, Communication materials, shops, bank, 

telecom, govt. building and churches

Sub-Total

Sub-Total

TPCC Internet Connection

 School WASH programme (Soaps, Hand towels)

ADB    

ADB (UNICEF)

7.CVIL SERVANT & LEGAL AFFAIRS

Total

6. SECURITY & BORDER CONTROL 

Risk Allowances 

Sub-Total

Special Constables COVID-19 Response

GRAND TOTAL

To meet allowances, safe 

shelter, material supports and 

pocket money 

UN

Total

9. PROTECTION OF VULNERABLE GROUPS (children, women, men and persons with disabilities)

Build a Safe House for victims 

Sub-Total

Total

Total

8. RISK COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RCCE) 

TV Broadcasting for handwashing and COVID messaging

Outer Island Satelite Connectivity 

Education TV Programs, Radio Programs etc 
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9.9 Level of Priorities for Health Medical Equipment 

Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

WHO Assistance to Develop 

Tuvaluôs Pandemic Response Plan 

High 1 This will be the guiding document for 

all efforts to prevent, detect, and 

respond to animal and human disease 

outbreaks. 

Medical Tent High 1 Equipped with 15-20 Stretcher/Camp 

Beds (military grade if possible) to 

allow for temporary use in a 

temporary isolation/infection control 

area for patient observation before 

transferring 

Human Resources High 1 As per above, the critical shortage of 

nurses in Tuvalu means that we are 

currently struggling to safely staff the 

hospital 24/7 and some registered 

nurses and midwives are working a 

number of double shifts. In the long-

term this is unsafe practice that can 

lead to poor patient outcomes and can 

also lead to health issues for the 

nurses themselves. 

Ẇ Hence in the event that we have a 

suspected case of COVID 19 in 

Tuvalu, we require additional nurses 

from overseas to assist, as we are 

certain that we will be unable to staff 

an isolation unit and also staff the 

hospital. 

Ẇ The additional stress that it will 

cause on the current team is also an 

area of concern. 

Hospital grade bed with plastic 

covered mattresses and pillows 

High ¶ 20 bed, 

¶ 20 mattresses, 

Many of the hospital beds in in use at 

PMH are broken, do not have 

protective covers or hospital grade 
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Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

¶ 40 pillows and pillow linen 

¶ 20 sets of sheet linen and 

towels 

mattresses and pillows. As a result, 

required standard and transmission 

precaution cleaning of same is 

unachievable and insufficient. 

Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPEs) 

High Non-disposable PPE 

¶ 16 waterproof aprons 

¶ 16 face shields 

¶ 16 googles 

Disposable PPE (outside of existing 

stockpile) 

¶ 50 boxes of N95 masks 

¶ 50 boxes (mixed sizes) long 

cuff gloves 

¶ 50 boxes shoe covers 

¶ Triple order quantity of 

standard PPE 

Ẇ Based on stocktake of existing 

PPE consider triple order to 

stockpile. 

Ẇ Require sufficient stock of 

transmission precaution non-

disposable and disposable PPE to 

stockpile waterproof aprons, face 

protector masks/goggles as well as 

N95 masks, gloves, boots (or shoe 

covering), gowns/coveralls, and long 

cuffed gloves, hair covers/caps to 

ensure frontline carers change PPE 

every 6hrs and have non-disposable 

PPE disinfected to care for max of 6 

highly infectious patients in isolation 

care. 

Ẇ PPE for other health workers 

(laboratory, x-ray) when completing 

diagnostics. 

Ẇ Full PPE also required for cleaners 

use 

Ẇ Provide sufficient PPE and 

cleaning solutions for port of entry 

staff (airport and seaport), and police 

to assist in transfer of suspect cases. 

Sterilization equipment and 

chemicals 

High Repair or replace autoclaves in OT 

and other areas 

¶ 50 sterilisation bags and tags 

Ẇ Refer to pharmacy and OT for 

baseline stock on hand 

Ẇ Stockpile of high-level 

disinfection (HLD) and sterilisation 
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Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

¶ 4 x 5litre sterilising 

chemical solution for 

stockpile 

¶ 4 x 5 litre high level 

disinfection chemical 

solution for stockpile 

Non-disposable equipment used in 

patient care 

Ẇ Stockpile for HLD of Non-

disposable PPE 

Cleaning equipment and solution High ¶ 6 Sets of cleaning equipment 

purchase for use ONLY in 

isolation areas 

¶ 20 Sets of cleaning 

equipment to replace 

existing as appropriate in 

each area wards and units of 

PMH/2 health centres and 8 

OI health facilities 

¶ 5 x 5 litre containers of ph 

neutral hospital grade 

detergent 

¶ 5 x 5 litres containers of 

hospital grade disinfectant. 

¶ 10 cartons of paper towels 

¶  200 non-disposable wipe 

cloths (damp dusting) 

Assumption of up to 6 patients cared 

in single room areas (at K house) then 

1 set of cleaning equipment for each 

room to damp dust, wash floor, and 

damp cloth disinfect surface and 

other accessible areas. 

Ẇ Other cleaning equipment to 

replace any existing broken of 

inappropriate equipment. 

Ẇ Refer pharmacy for stock on hand 

and request extra cleaning and 

disinfectant solutions/powders to be 

kept as stockpile 

Miscellaneous Infection Prevention 

and control items 

 ¶ Hand sanitizers 

¶ Paper towels 

¶ liquid soap 

¶ liquid soap dispensers 

¶ 
boots etc for hospital 

cleaning staff 

 

Colour coded disposal bags and 

containers 

High 10 packs Yellow with biohazard 

symbol for highly infectious waste 

and pathology waste  

Ẇ Baseline to be assessed from stock 

of currently held PPE 



Tuvalu National COVID-19 Economic and Financial Relief Package 

38 

 

Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

with SHARPS biohazard for sharps 

containers or 10 packs or brown 

tough hospital grade plastic bag for 

200 packs Black tough hospital grade 

plastic bags for general waste. 

Ẇ Create a stockpile adequate for any 

surge in use. 

IEC Posters 

For visitor guidelines and other 

guiding educational and syndromic 

question re flu like and other 

infectious symptoms, hand hygiene 

and cough etiquette 

High Funds to support production of 

posters on entry doors to 

GOPD/SOPD and hospital and at all 

reception/triage /nursing stations/ 

admin areas, and walls in waiting 

rooms, ward and near sinks and 

bathrooms 

in community (churches, schools, 

shops, bank, telecom, post office) 

Any provided by WHO may need 

translation or reproduction and 

lamination to be long-lasting. posters 

for placement in OPD and wards to 

raise awareness to staff, patients, 

family and visitors. 

Community engagement and 

education 

High Funds to produce regular and 

ongoing radio awareness messages 

through Health Promotion unit. 

program to support WASH and basic 

IPC hand washing/cough etiquette 

with all teachers and students. 

Keep the schools, community, other 

government / NGO, and commercial 

sectors well informed with accurate 

information to support key IPC 

messages to prevent spread of illness, 

maintenance of economic activity 

and to dispel misinformation and 

panic. 

OPD engineering and flow 

Reduce overcrowding and minimise 

exposure 

High Sufficient IEC to notify staff, patients 

and visitors that to reduce exposure to 

infection (from and to patients, 

family and community) visitors 

MUST comply with guidelines to 

reduce access and movement through 

hospital areas. 

¶ 12 chairs (1m apart). 

Ẇ Any posters provided by WHO 

may need translation or reproduction 

and lamination to be long-lasting. 

Ẇ Chairs allow patients with ARI 

(acute respiratory infection) to be 

cohorted in well ventilated waiting 

area, given masks and handwash, 

provided information and support for 
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Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

¶ Floor tape - Support for 

coloured floor taping and 

chair placement with arrow 

sign direction to create a 

one-way flow through OPD. 

¶ Consider upgrade to provide 

undercover outdoor waiting 

area for other patientôs & 

family. 

cough etiquette. Promote only one 

parent or one family support for ill 

patient, no other visitors to stay in 

OPD wait areas. 

Ẇ Remove benches to outside area. 

Patient care equipment Med/High Double existing stock order or 

minimum request of 

¶ 100 IV giving sets bed (incl 

range of duel and triple 

connector sets) 

¶ 10 mobile IV stands 

¶ 20 additional boxes of 

cannulas (range of sizes) 

¶ 50 Oxygen nasal prongs and 

masks. 

Refer to Pharmacy to reflect current 

stock on hand to identify capacity for 

stockpile in addition to general use 

Pharmacy Med/High ¶ Double supplies of 

antibiotics and antivirals (as 

able to be supplied) for 

stockpile and response to 

surge in demand. 

¶ 10 cartons of IV fluids for 

stockpile for isolation care 

of highly infectious and ill 

patients requiring 

supportive care 

¶ Stockpile of antipyretics, 

anaelgesics and anti-emetics 

Ẇ Refer to pharmacy 

Ẇ Based on pharmacy stock order 

and stock on hand and ordered to 

provide stockpile for patients with 

highly infectious illness requiring 

supportive care. 
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Item Description Priority  Quantity Justifications 

Laboratory equipment and supplies Med ¶ Effect repairs to all existing 

essential non-operational 

testing equipment 

¶ Double supplies of regents 

and supplies (for stockpile) 

¶ GenXpert Laboratory 

System 

Ẇ Refer to laboratory 

Ẇ Based on stocktake and report 

from laboratory 

Repair biohazard waste disposal 

storage and disposal 

Med ¶ Cost to repair side walls of 

biohazard waste storage 

containment and build high 

chain fence around with 

lockable gate to reduce 

access to dogs/others. 

¶ Repair/replace incinerator 

Ẇ Incinerator non-functioning and 

biohazard waste is transported from 

hospital to general community dump 

for burn and bury. 

Infrastructure / engineering Low ¶ Replace broken locks on 

external doors to improve 

IPC security and reduce 

visitor ad hoc and 

unsupervised access 

¶ Build walls to enclose 

hospital corridors to reduce 

access by cats/dogs or 

unsupervised visitors. 

Ẇ Improve IPC security and reduce 

exposure 

Ẇ Reduce animal waste within 

hospital wards 

Note: Most equipment and consumables are quoted prices are from the Alibaba site. https://www.alibaba.com/showroom/medical-supplies.  

¶ Prices are shown in US Dollars as per the site.  

¶ Some equipment and consumables can be purchased in smaller quantities but at much high prices per item and this may be more Margaret Hospital. 

¶ Some equipment listed under replacement of broken equipment provide just a cost guide for a suitable size replacement. 
Source: Ministry of Health, Social Welfare and Gender Affairs 

  

https://www.alibaba.com/showroom/medical-supplies
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9.10 Regulations and Orders 

i. Proclamation of the State of Public Emergency for the Administration and Management 

of the Impact of the COVID-19 
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ii. Diplomatic Note to Development Partners 
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vi. Extension of the State of Emergency to Six Months from 26 March, 2020 
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iii.  Order to Grant Exemptions to Essential Public Services 
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iv. Rationing of Basic Food Commodities Order 

 

  



Tuvalu National COVID-19 Economic and Financial Relief Package 

49 
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9.11 List of Funds for COVID -19 Available to LDCs through Multilateral Funds (as of 24 

April, 2020) 

Source: United Nations, April, 2020 

 

Note: This list is preliminary and does not include all available funds. Descriptions are based on websites or press 

releases. All currencies are in USD or otherwise as specified. 

 

United Nations  
Title:  Secretary-General’s COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund Purpose: The fundôs aim is to 

support the country teamsô implementation of the global framework for an immediate socioeconomic 

response as outlined by the UN Sustainable Development Group. Its goal is to finance three objectives 

which are in line with the Call for Solidarity by the SG: (1) Enable Governments and Communities to 

tackle the emergency (2) Reduce Social Impact and Promote Economic Response and (3) Help countries 

to recover better.  

 

Amount and Type: The fund is a multi-partner trust fund. Its aim is to mobilize $1 billion to support 

its first nine months of operation, and $2 billion overall, leveraging several billions more for investing 

in countries. The first funds will be disbursed by May 1st. Contributors are public, private, foundations, 

IFIs and individuals. The resident coordinators are taking the leadership in channelling the funds 

through the country teams.  

 

Beneficiaries: Countries who are least able to cope and recover from the consequences of the pandemic. 

The fund especially targets those low- and middle-income countries who are not included in the Global 

Humanitarian Appeal.  

 

Title: Global Humanitarian Response Plan Covid-19 Purpose: The COVID-19 Global HRP is a 

joint effort by members of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC), including UN, other 

international organizations and NGOs facilitated at global level by OCHA. It aims to respond to the 

direct public health and indirect immediate humanitarian consequences of the pandemic, particularly 

on people in countries already facing other crises and covers the most urgent and direct health impacts 

by the pandemic. It aggregates relevant COVID-19 appeals and inputs from WFP, WHO, IOM, UNDP, 

UNFPA, UN-Habitat, UNHCR, UNICEF and NGOs, and it complements other plans developed by the 

International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.  

 

Amount and Type: The financing requirements for the Global HRP over a period of nine months 

(Aprilï December 2020) are estimated at $2.012 billion to be provided on a grant basis. As of 24 April 

2020, $698.8 million have been funded, i.e. around 35 percent of the overall requirement and total 

pledges are $193.0 million. As of 15 April 2020, $75 million have been released from the UN Central 

Emergency Response Fund and $23.2 million have been provided by six County Based Pooled Funds.  

 

Beneficiaries: Countries that are already facing other humanitarian crises. As of 24 April 2020, 21 out 

of 47 LDCs receive funding from the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan.  

 

Title: COVID -19 Solidarity Response Fund of World Health Organization  
Purpose: WHO is collecting donations from people and organizations in order to support WHOôs and 

their partners fight against the pandemic. The fund aims to fund among others the following activities:  

¶ Putting in place activities to Track and understand the spread of the virus;  

¶ Ensuring patients get the care they need  

¶ Buying and ship essential supplies such as masks, gloves and protective wear for frontline 

workers  

¶ Producing evidence based guidelines and advice, and make sure health workers and responders 

get the information and training to detect and treat affected patients;  

¶ Producing guidance for the general public and for particular groups on measures to take to 

prevent the spread and prevent themselves and others  
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¶ Accelerating efforts to develop vaccines, tests and treatments.  

 

The fund was created by United Nations Foundation and the Swiss Philanthropy Foundation, together 

with WHO. 

Amount and Type: As of 24 April 2020, WHO has received $402,993,150 and pledges $274,794,123. 

A list of all donors can be found here. According to the Strategic Preparedness and Response plan, 

WHO will need at least $675 million to fund critical responses of those countries who are most in need 

through April 2020 and is expecting an increase in funding needs, as the outbreak evolves. $61.5 million 

were used for urgent preparedness and responses activities of the WHO from February to April 2020.  

Beneficiaries: The fund targets those countries most in need by supporting them in their ability to fight 

the pandemic.  

 

Title: WHO’s Contingency Fund for Emergencies. 

 

Purpose: The Contingency Fund for Emergencies (CFE) gives WHO the resources to respond 

immediately to disease outbreaks and humanitarian crises with health consequences. The aim of this 

grant is to provide support to countries with poor health systems to minimize the spread of the pandemic 

and to respond to its health consequences.  

 

Amount and Type: $15 million grant to WHO and UNICEF. As of 23 March 2020, the donor 

contributions were $17,444,818 including pledges. $8,900,000 have been allocated to COVID-19 from 

this fund.  

 

Beneficiaries: All countries who need emergency financing - when the need for an emergency response 

is identified ï within 24 hours of its request before other financing options are available.  

 

World Bank Group  

 

Title: Broader economic program for COVID-19 Emergency Health Support, Strengthening 

Developing Country Responses  
Purpose: On 2 April 2020, the World Bank Group has launched its first operations for COVID-19 

Emergency Health Support, Strengthening Developing Country Responses, while it is planned that a 

broader economic program will provide up to $160 billion in long-term financial support over 15 

months. The focus of the World Bankôs support is to help countries protecting the poor and vulnerable, 

support businesses and to generate a faster economic recovery.  

 

The World Bankôs response consists of several actions:  

¶ Fast-track financing facility for Wor ld Bank Emergency Covid-19 projects: The fast-track 

financing facility provides emergency packages to countries so that they can tackle the health 

challenges resulting from the pandemic. These emergency response packages are tailored for 

each country individually.  

¶ Emergency Funding and Trade Finance and Working Capital Lines Extension from the 

International Finance Cooperation: This emergency financing is supposed to help those in 

the private sector who are struggling as a consequence of the pandemic. With this help, the IFC 

aims to help companies to stay solvent to save jobs and minimize economic damage. In addition 

to the emergency financing, IFC is extending trade finance and working capital lines to clients. 

(5 IFC projects: Real Sector Crisis Response Facility, Global Trade Finance Program, Working 
Capital Solutions, Global Trade Liquidity and Critical Commodities Finance program).  

Assistance in addressing global supply chains disruptions of medical equipment.  

¶ Expedited loan guarantees from the Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA). 

This aims to address purchases of medical equipment, provide working capital for firms and 

support governmentsô short-term funding needs.  
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Amount and Type: As of 12 April 2020, up to $160 billion over next 15 months ($6 billion expedited 

loan guarantees from Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency) of which $55 million are earmarked 

to go to Africa. $14 billion fast-track package which can be accessed through a dedicated, fast-track 

facility of which $8 billion are provided from IFC. $1.7 billion are redeployed from existing projects, 

i.e. there is a restructuring of projectôs emergency components and contingent financing instruments 

designed for catastrophes. The Fast-track facility covers IDA credits, grants and concessional credits. 

As of 24 April 2020, there are 90 projects in 318 locations spread over 77 countries for Covid-19 

Response and the total commitment amount is $7 billion.  

 

Beneficiaries: As of 24 April 2020, 23 LDCs have benefitted from the Fast-track financing facility. 2 

from these 23 LDCs as well as one additional LDC are benefiting from redeploying of existing 

projects.  

 

Title: Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Multi-Donor Fund (HEPRF)  

 

Purpose: Its aim is to incentivizes low-income countries to increase critical health security investments. 

The fund will anchor the Umbrella Program for Health Security whose objective is to help countries 

develop strong public health capacity, including preparedness, disease surveillance, laboratory and 

diagnostic capacity, health human resources, as well as emergency response operations.  

 

Amount and Type: This fund was announced on 17 April 2020 and is open for contributions from all 

donor countries. One type of finance will be co-financing grants.  

 

Beneficiaries: Mainly IDA eligible countries. It will also support other countries and territories that do 

not have access to financing such as IDA countries in arrears and non-creditworthy IBRD countries.  

 

 

International Monetary Fund  

 

Title: Catastrophe Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT) Purpose: Grant Assistance for Debt 

Relief. Disbursement of grants from the CCRT for repayment of total debt service falling due to the 

IMF over the next six months, with potential extensions, up to a maximum of full two years from April 

14, 2020, subject to availability of sufficient grant resources. Therefore, this measure targets those 

countries who are the poorest and most vulnerable by providing grants so that they can cover their IMF 

debt obligations. This debt relief aims to help those countries to use their freed financial resources 

towards health and other relief efforts.  

 

Amount and Type: As of 15 April 2020, the initial relief provided to these countries amounts to SDR 

157.1 million ($213.4 million). As of 13 April 2020, CCRT can provide US $500 million in grant-based 

debt service relief.  

 

Beneficiaries: Assistance through the CCRT is currently available to countries eligible for concessional 

borrowing through the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust (PRGT) and whose per capita income is 

below the International Development Associationôs (IDA) operational cut-off (currently $1,175) or, for 

small states with a population of less than 1.5 million, per capita income below twice the IDA cut-off 

(currently $2,350). As of 24 April 2020, 22 LDCs are eligible for CCRT assistance.  

 

Title: Enhancing the Emergency Financing Toolkit  
Purpose: The IMF has decided to double the access to its emergency financing facilities- the Rapid 

Credit Facility (RCF) and Rapid Financing Instrument (RFI). The RCF can provide support in a wide 

variety of circumstances, including shocks, natural disasters, and emergencies resulting from fragility. 

The RCF also provides policy support and may help catalyze foreign aid.  
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Amount and Type: Access limits under the exogenous shock window of the RCF have been 

temporarily increased from 50 to 100 percent of quota per year, and from 100 to 150 percent of quota 

on a cumulative basis, net of scheduled repurchases. The higher access limits will apply for an initial 

six-month period, from April 6, 2020 to October 5, 2020, and may be extended by the Board. The Rapid 

Credit Facility (RCF) provides rapid concessional financial assistance with limited conditionality. RCF 

is a concessional financial assistance instrument with a zero interest rate, a grace period of 5.5 years 

and a final maturity of 10 years. RFI is provided in the form of outright purchases. The Rapid Financing 

Instrument (RFI) provides rapid financial assistance. It is designed for cases where a full-fledged 

economic programme is either not necessary or feasible. Financial assistance provided under the RFI is 

subject to the same financing terms as the Flexible Credit Line (FCL), the Precautionary and Liquidity 

Line (PLL) and Stand-By Arrangements (SBA), and should be repaid within 3¼ to 5 years. Financial 

assistance under the RFI is provided in the form of outright purchases without the need for a full-fledged 

program or reviews. A member country requesting RFI assistance is required to cooperate with the IMF 

to make efforts to solve its balance of payments difficulties and to describe the general economic 

policies that it proposes to follow. Prior actions may be required where warranted.  

 

The IMF is expecting that by this measure, they can meet the expected demand of $100 billion in 

financing (as of 17 April 2020). As of 21 April 2020, the IMF membership has so far pledged 

commitments amounting to $11.7 billion in response to the Fundôs call to triple its concessional lending 

capacity.  

 

Beneficiaries: For RCF, only low-income countries with urgent balance of payments needs are eligible, 

whereas for RFI all IMF member states facing urgent balance of payments needs are eligible. As of 24 

April 2020, 12 LDCs receive funding from RCF, while two LDCs receive funding from RFI and RCF.  

 

Title: IMF Extended Credit Facility (ECF): Purpose: The Extended Credit Facility (ECF) provides 

financial assistance to countries with protracted balance of payments problems. The ECF was created 

under the Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust (PRGT) as part of a broader reform to make the Fundôs 

financial support more flexible and better tailored to the diverse needs of low-income countries (LICs), 

including in times of crisis. The ECF is the Fundôs main tool for providing medium-term support to 

LICs.  

 

Amount and Type: Concessional Finance. Financing under the ECF carries a zero interest rate at least 

through June 2021, with a grace period of 5½ years, and a final maturity of 10 years.  

 

Beneficiaries: ECF targets countries with protracted balance of payments problems focusing especially 

on the needs of low-income countries. Access to this facility is conditional upon the country having a 

formal programme with the IMF. As of 24 April 2020, one LDC, Togo, benefits from the ECF with an 

amount granted of SDR 71.49 million.  

 

Asian Development Bank  

Title: COVID -19 Response Package Purpose: This package offers short-term support to combat the 

immediate health consequences of COVID-19, e.g. purchasing medical equipment and supplies. 

However, it also addresses the mid-to-long-term economic and financial impact and of the pandemic, 

for example providing select private firms, microfinance institutions, and small- and medium 

enterprises with access to working capital; ensuring sufficient trade and supply chain financing and 

supporting various government measures targeted at poor people and vulnerable groups affected by 

COVID-19. The package includes the establishment of a COVID-19 Pandemic Response Option under 

ADBôs Cyclical Support Facility.  

 

Amount and Type: $20 billion as of 20 April 2020 and announced on 13 April 2020. About $2.5 billion 

in concessional and grant resources. As of 13 April 2020, up to $13 billion can be provided through the 

cyclical support facility. Around $2 billion will focus on the private sector through providing loans and 

guarantees to financial institutions.  
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Beneficiaries: All developing member countries of ADB.  

 

European Union  

Title: “Team Europe” Package Purpose: This package primarily addresses the health consequences 

of the Covid-19 pandemic. It aims to strengthen the health, water and sanitation systems of partner 

countries. Furthermore, it should increase their research and preparedness capacities so that they can 

better deal with the consequences of the pandemic. Therefore, this package addresses socioeconomic 

consequences as well.  

 

Amount and Type: As of 11 April 2020, ú 20 billion, combined from existing resources (some 11 

billion ú) and support from financial institutions such as the European Investment Bank and the 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (5 billion ú), and from EU Member States (4 

billion ú).  

 

Beneficiaries: Most vulnerable countries and people most at risk in the EUôs neighbourhood, with 

special emphasis on Africa. Funds were also earmarked for Asia and the Pacific as well as the Caribbean 

among other groups. Several LDCs are receiving funds through this package. 

 

The Global Fund to fight HIV AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria  
Title: COVID -19 Response Mechanism (C19RM) and Grant Flexibilities Purpose: The COVID-

19 Response Mechanism funds direct COVID-19 responses through purchases of medical and 

protective equipment. Secondly, C19RM finances risk mitigation activities related to HIV, TB and 

malaria. Thirdly, it aims to address gaps in health and community systems.  

 

Amount and Type: As of 9 April 2020, funding of $500 million for C19RM and additional $500 

million in grant flexibilities is planned. As of 24 April 2020, a grand total in USD equivalent of 

97,045,620 has been approved. The Global Fund anticipates support to eligible countries from grant 

flexibilities, reprogramming and C19RM will not exceed 10% of the country allocation for the period 

2020-2022.  

 

Beneficiaries: All countries with active grants are eligible. As of 24 April 2020, 26 LDCs have been 

approved for COVID-19 Response. 

 

USAID 

The U.S. Embassy Suva announced the U.S. governmentôs USD2.3 million commitment to mitigate the 

spread of the COVID-19 pandemic in the Pacific Islands region. The United States Government, 

through USAID, is coordinating with the governments of 12 Pacific Island countries, namely Palau, the 

Federated States of Micronesia, Republic of Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Fiji, Tonga, Samoa, 

Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu and other stakeholders to identify priority 

areas for investment. 

 

 


